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DETAILED ACTION 

The Amendment, filed on June 13, 2008 has been entered and acknowledged by the 
Examiner. 

Cancellation of claims 1 and 6 has been entered. 

The addition of claims 9-16 has been entered. 

Claims 2-5 and 7-16 are pending in the instant application. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 7-10 are objected to because their preamble indicates the claims are 
dependent upon a method as claimed in base claim 13, however claim 13 is a device 
claim and not a method claim, as such, dependent claims 7-10 will be examined as 
device claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 2-5, 8, 11-12 and 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Van Dulmen et al (US Patent No. 5,235,498). 

Regarding Claim 11, Van Dulmen discloses, at least in Figure 4, a lamp 
comprising: a lamp base (1 3), a burner (1 1 ) with a burner element (1 2) fixed to the base 
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(13)(Column 6, line 48 (fixation means)), and a plurality of non-movable reference 
elements (17,18,19 and 23) having fixed, non-uniform sizes and coupled with the base 
(13) for positioning the burner, the non-uniformity of the reference elements being 
customized to achieve a desired alignment of a beam of light from the burner relative to 
a portion of the lamp (Column 4, lines 18-27). Elements 17,18 and 19 align the bulb to 
the base (Column 5, lines 23-30) and element (23) lines the base with the reflector 
(Column 4, lines 25-27). Both alignments are necessary for a proper alignment of a 
beam of light from the burner. 

Regarding Claim 2, Van Dulmen discloses, at least in Figure 4, a lamp wherein 
the burner (1 1 ) is fastened in the lamp base (13) by means of adhesion (Column 3, 
lines 30-32). 

Regarding Claim 3, Van Dulmen discloses, at least in Figure 4, a lamp wherein 
the burner element (11) is a discharge vessel in which a gas discharge can be excited 
between two electrodes(12) (Column 5, lines 10-14). 

Regarding Claim 4, Van Dulmen discloses a lamp wherein the lamp base (13) 
comprises a flange (21) from which the position reference elements (17,18,19 and 23) 
project. 



Application/Control Number: 10/566,547 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2879 

Regarding Claim 5, Van Dulmen discloses, at least in Figures 4 and 7, a 
headlight (Column 1 , lines 30-31 ) with a lamp (1 1 ) and a reflector (32) wherein the 
lamp is mounted to the reflector (see Figure 7) such that the burner element is inside 
the reflector, and wherein the lamp is positioned with reference to the reflector through 
contact at least with contact surfaces of the position reference element (23). Column 4, 
lines 25-27, the reference element (23) catches a stop on the reflector and figure 4 
suggests that the reference elements (17,18 and 19) will also be in contact with the 
reflector. 

Regarding Claim 8, Van Dulmen discloses a method wherein the burner/base 
assembly comprises a burner is indetachably fastened (fixed) in a lamp base without 
alignment possibility, (Column 3 lines 30-32, cemented). 

Regarding Claim 12, Van Dulmen discloses, in Figure 7, the lamp wherein the 
portion comprises a reflector (32) and the reference elements (17,18,19 and 23) 
comprise protrusions relative to the base toward a direction of the burner (see the 
figure), the protrusions comprising contact surfaces for engaging the reflector around 
the burner at a position suitable for achieving the desired alignment (17,18 and 19 
contact reflector in Figure 7 and element 23 catches a stop on the reflector, Column 4, 
lines 25-27). 
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Regarding Claim 14, Van Dulmen discloses a method for manufacturing a lamp 
comprising providing a burner/base (11,13) assembly including a plurality of non-moving 
reference elements (17,18,19 and 23) for positioning the assembly; and customizing 
the reference elements to respective fixed, non-uniform sizes (17,18 and 19 are 
protrusions, 23 is a flat edge stop), responsive to a desired alignment of a light beam 
emerging from the assembly (Column 4, lines 1-3 and 25-27). 

Regarding Claim 15, Van Dulmen discloses in Figure 7, the method further 
comprising engaging a reflector (32) with contact surfaces of the customized reference 
elements (17,18,19 and 23), and around a burner portion of the burner/base assembly, 
to achieve the desired alignment (Column 4, lines 25-27). 

Regarding Claim 16, Van Dulmen discloses, in Figure 6, the lamp wherein 
customizing comprises making at least one of the reference elements shorter than 
another of the reference elements. Another set of reference elements are shown in 
Figure 6 protruding from the bottom of element (61) and terminating in the contacts (54). 
One of these reference elements is shorter than the other. 

Claims 11 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Wilhelm (DE 3137 491 A1). 

Regarding Claim 11, Wilhelm discloses, at least in Figures 1, 2 and 5, a lamp 
comprising: a lamp base (13), a burner (1) with a burner element (5) fixed to the base 
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(13)(The burner is fixed to the base (13) by pressing reference elements (17) into slots 
(16) of the lamp as shown in Figure 2 and Page 5, Paragraph 3), and a plurality of non- 
movable reference elements (17) having fixed, non-uniform sizes (Figure 5 shows four 
reference elements (17) two of which are shorter than the other) and coupled with the 
base (13) for positioning the burner (Page 5, Paragraph 3 describes this process), the 
non-uniformity of the reference elements being customized to achieve a desired 
alignment of a beam of light from the burner relative to a portion of the lamp. (Page 5, 
Paragraph 3). 

Regarding Claim 13, Wilhelm discloses, at least in Figure 5, the lamp (1) 
wherein at least one of the reference elements (17) is customized to be shorter than 
another of the reference elements. (As shown in figure 5, the reference elements (17) 
consist of four elements, two of which are shorter than the rest and they are part of 
element (13) which is attached to the reflector (12). These reference elements (17) go 
into slots (16) as shown in Figure 2 and fix the lamp to the base (13) by pressing for 
alignment of the lamp in the reflector. Page 5, Paragraph 3 describes this process and 
line 1 teaches its use as a headlight. Wilhelm uses this arrangement to place the lamp 
in proper alignment in the reflector in a simple manner (Page 2, first paragraph). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Van Dulmen (498) in view of Bellows et al (US Patent No. 5,299,100). 

Regarding Claims 7 and 9, Van Dulmen fails to exemplify a method wherein 
contact surfaces at the position reference elements are formed by a bulk removing 
treatment. 

Bellows teaches grinding (milling) the exterior locators (position reference 
elements) to a reference level for proper alignment of the automotive lamp, (Column 1 , 
lines 11-19). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to incorporate the milling treatment, as taught by Bellows, in the 
lamp of Van Dulmen in order to achieve proper alignment for the automobile lamp. 

Regarding Claim 10, the claim is directed to a method of manufacturing which is 
not germane to the issue of patentability of the device claim 13, on which it depends. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2-5 and 7-8 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment of the claims to include non-uniform reference elements 
has necessitated a new search and new prior art references, therefore: 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DONALD L. RALEIGH whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3407. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30AM to 
5:00PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nimesh Patel can be reached on 571-272-2457. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Donald L Raleigh/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2879 



/Mariceli Santiago/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2879 



